
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:  MCFA members 
FROM:  Marcy Martin, MCFA Secretary 
SUBJECT:  MCFA Update: This 5-minute report is SO worth your time 
DATE:  September 2019 
 
To understand why the Minor Crop Farmer Alliance’s (MCFA’s) work is important to the specialty 
crop community, just read mainstream media headlines – for example, calls to ban chlorpyrifos, 
Endangered Species Act loggerheads, and international trade threats. Here’s an update:  
 
• Deputy Asst. USTR for Ag Affairs Julia Doherty to audit Sept. 19 meeting: MCFA meetings 

offer rare opportunities for our community to be heard by officials who oversee federal 
pesticide policy. Our Sept. 19 agenda will include the latest on the EU Early Alert Pesticide 
Review, Endangered Species Act (ESA) implementation, pesticide registration review policy and 
more. Plan to join us Sept. 19.  

 
• Help fund MCFA’s workshop for ESA regulators: Fixing the broken ESA pesticide review 

process is a top MCFA priority. We’ve provided numerous comments to EPA, most recently on 
its proposed national-level ESA risk assessment process for biological evaluations of pesticides. 
We are also cooperating with allied associations to urge EPA, USDA and other agencies to fulfill 
Farm Bill provisions directing them to form a working group to advise on approaches for 
conducting ESA pesticide evaluations. MCFA is planning to host an eco-risk workshop to help 
regulators and other stakeholders to better understand and explore potential approaches to 
these issues. We need your donation to make the workshop happen; contact Phil Korson.  

 
• EPA registration reviews: MCFA continues to urge EPA to rely on sound science rather than 

political science in its registration review process. That approach was in full evidence when the 
agency announced in July it would not cancel tolerances for chlorpyrifos. After carefully 
considering the reliability of all the information available to it, EPA explained in detail why, 
from a scientific perspective, epidemiological studies being advanced by environmental NGOs 
against the tolerances are lacking and unsuitable for the human health risk assessment process.   

 
• EU MRLs: The potential trade impacts of the EU’s plans to cancel pesticide MRLs have gotten 

the attention of major row-crop industries, who’ve now reached out to coordinate with MCFA. 
 
• See your MCFA at work: MCFA members are invited to attend the Technical Committee’s Sept. 

19 meeting in Washington, D.C. – join us in person, or by phone. RSVP to co-chairs Mike Aerts or 
Gabriele Ludwig. 
 

• MCFA in the news: MCFA’s March unveiling of our 2019 volunteer leaders was widely reported 
in industry trade press, including The Packer, Growing Produce and Fruit Growers News. 

 
You can help MCFA by:  
• Renewing or increasing your membership today. 
• Responding to MCFA calls for action, and spreading the word to your members/colleagues.  
• Volunteering! Share your expertise and ensure that your crop is represented.  
 
Contact any of our volunteer leaders to learn how. To learn more, visit us online.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/julia-doherty-76b5a141/
https://www.prclarity.com/s/mcfa-work-plan-2019-final-022219.pdf
https://www.prclarity.com/mcfa
mailto:pkorson@aol.com?subject=Funding%20MCFA's%20Endangered%20Species%20Act%20workshop
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/24/2019-15649/chlorpyrifos-final-order-denying-objections-to-march-2017-petition-denial-order
mailto:mike.aerts@ffva.com
mailto:gludwig@almondboard.com
https://www.thepacker.com/article/cranney-elected-chairman-minor-crop-farmer-alliance
https://www.growingproduce.com/fruits/minor-crop-farmer-alliance-welcomes-new-leader/
https://fruitgrowersnews.com/news/retiring-phil-korson-bids-farewell-as-mcfa-chair/
http://www.prclarity.com/mcfa/
http://www.prclarity.com/mcfa/
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