
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:  MCFA members 
FROM:  Jim Cranney, MCFA Secretary 
SUBJECT:  MCFA Third Quarter Update: When It Rains…; Nov. 27 Farewell to Dan Botts 
 
“Unless things change, agriculture as we know it will change.” – USDA OPMP’s Sheryl Kunickis 
on the importance of fixing the pesticide review process mandated by the Endangered Species 
Act  
 
The MCFA Technical Committee met on both coasts in May and in Washington, D.C. in 
September to advance the MCFA’s work on critical topics impacting the availability of crop 
protection chemicals for specialty crops, from efforts to help mitigate the Endangered 
Species Act’s (ESA) impact on pesticide reviews, to Farm Bill negotiations, to international 
trade and more. 
 
Join us Nov. 27 for the Technical Committee’s next meeting, and stay after to bid farewell to 
Dan Botts. 
 
Here’s what you should know from these recent meetings:  
 
• Increasing sense of urgency: Attendance at recent Technical Committee meetings has 

been higher than in recent history, drawing as many as 30 stakeholders from across the 
specialty crop community. Meetings in Washington, D.C. have been audited by a team 
from USDA’s Office of Pesticide Management Policy (OPMP) headed by Director Sheryl 
Kunickis.  

 
• Nutrition, horticulture provisions snag Farm Bill: Negotiations over the 2018 Farm 

Bill have stalled in conference, largely over the House bill’s proposals to tighten SNAP 
benefit work requirements and to eliminate the Conservation Stewardship Program. 
MCFA will continue to coordinate with the Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance to advance 
specialty crop priorities. MCFA priorities include Title IX fixes to FIFRA, permanently 
funding the Grower MRL Priority Database and fully funding USDA’s OPMP. Your action 
needed: Are your senators or representative on the Farm Bill conference committee? 
Advocate for MCFA priorities.   

 
• Seeking Endangered Species Act solutions: The MCFA Technical Committee is 

pursuing multiple paths to refocus Endangered Species Act (ESA)-mandated pesticide 
reviews, activities that support several elements of MCFA’s work plan. The committee 
plans to seek to meet with EPA’s Office of Pesticide Policy (OPP), to encourage OPP’s 
Environmental Fate and Effects Division (EFED) to apply sound science in its review 

https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/newsroom/rep/press/release/roberts-stabenow-applaud-vote-to-begin-farm-bill-conference-appointment-of-conferees
https://www.speaker.gov/press-release/speaker-ryan-names-farm-bill-conference-committee-members
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5ae48ae11aef1d32d66e65bb/t/5bd22ee6104c7bbae6a97f01/1540501222857/workplan-mcfa-2017-may-2017.pdf


process. It is believed that OPP can benefit from reviewing how its Health Effects 
Division (HED) assesses human exposure and applying that analysis to how EFED 
assesses environmental and ecological exposures.  

 
The Technical Committee also plans to engage with other agricultural commodity 
groups and others to encourage EPA and additional authorities to bring to life the 
January 2018 interagency Memorandum of Understanding  to evaluate and improve the 
ESA consultation process for pesticide registration. The committee established a small 
work group of MCFA members to guide this effort, who seek to coordinate this effort 
with CropLife America’s issues group.   

 
• Facilitating international trade: The Technical Committee is moving to propose a 

workshop for the NAFTA Technical Working Group ahead of the latter group’s next 
meeting in mid-2019. The workshop could explore topics that the TWG will cover at its 
meeting, such as pollinator health, joint re-evaluation of post-market reviews and 
harmonizing Maximum Residue Limits (MRL).  

 
Meanwhile, MCFA members are advised that Korea will implement its “positive list” 
MRL system on Jan. 1, 2019, applied to imports based on their ship date and to locally-
produce products based on their harvest date. Some MRLs may be missing, which could 
interrupt trade. Representatives from USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service reported to 
Technical Committee members in September that the United States has suggested an 
educational period in lieu of immediate enforcement.  
 
MCFA is also tracking international reaction to a U.S. jury awarding $289 million to a 
groundskeeper who used glyphosate and developed lymphoma. Concern is growing 
that countries will use the case as an excuse to cancel glyphosate registration there.  
The European Union has continued to apply a hazard-based precautionary principle to 
its registration decisions, ignoring European Commission MRL regulation 396/2005. 
U.S. agencies are looking at how to respond to the adverse effect on industry absent a 
real safety issue. 

 
• Grower priority database funded for 2018: Bryant Christie has secured a grant from 

the USDA Technical Assistance for Specialty Crop program to fund adding India and 
Vietnam to the U.S. Grower MRL Priority Database, and has committed to maintaining 
this important database in 2018 as an in-kind contribution.  

 
• Fruit growers urged to respond to NASS survey:  USDA’s OPMP is asking for the 

specialty crop community’s support. In FY19, USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS) will send out a survey seeking growers’ response regarding pesticide 
use and practices on fruits. Survey questions will explore Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) for reducing spray drift off-field; resistance management; and BMPs to prevent 
exposing pollinators to pesticides. Responses will help design OPMP’s future work, and 
is important to the specialty crop industry.  Your action needed: Grower association 
members of MCFA, please encourage your growers to promptly complete the NASS survey. 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-scott-pruitt-signs-endangered-species-act-memorandum-state
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/grower-priority-database


 
Join us Nov. 27 and bid farewell to Dan Botts: The Technical Committee will meet Nov. 
27 in Washington, D.C. That meeting will be followed by a farewell reception for longtime 
Technical Committee Chair Dan Botts, who will retire at year’s end. Visit our web page for 
meeting details.    
 
WE ARE COUNTING ON YOU 
 
MCFA is an industry alliance – that means we rely on you, our members to actively support 
our work. Here’s how:  
• Renew your membership today, if you haven’t already.  Even better, increase your 

support.  
• Respond to MCFA’s calls for action – sign on to letters, and spread the word about 

MCFA’s work to your members and colleagues.  
• Get involved! Share your expertise and ensure that your crop is represented by 

actively participating in MCFA. Respond to the requests for volunteers listed above. 
 
To learn more, visit us online.  

http://www.prclarity.com/mcfa/
http://www.prclarity.com/mcfa/
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