
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:  MCFA members 
FROM:  Marcy Martin, MCFA Secretary 
SUBJECT:  MCFA First Quarter Update: Annual Meeting, Annual Member Renewals Due 
DATE:  February 2019 
 
“MCFA is more relevant today than perhaps it has ever been.” – retiring MCFA Chair Phil 
Korson, Cherry Marketing Institute 
 
2019 promises to be an important year for the specialty crop industry and the minor-use 
chemicals we use. Here’s an update on recent activities to ensure MCFA will continue to be 
on watch on the industry’s behalf this year, including our Technical Committee meeting in 
November and Annual Meeting in December. Renew your organization’s membership 
today to show support for MCFA’s work.  
 
Here’s what you should know now – and mark your calendar, the MCFA Technical 
Committee will meet on March 14. Come see your MCFA at work! 
 
• New year, new leadership:  Following elections at MCFA’s Annual Meeting on Dec. 20, 

2018, MCFA’s 2019 volunteer leaders and counsels are: 
• Chair Jim Cranney (California Citrus Quality Council) 
• Vice-Chair Terry Humfeld (Cranberry Institute) 
• Secretary Marcy Martin (California Fresh Fruit Association)  
• Treasurer Robert Guenther (United Fresh Produce Association) 
• Technical Committee Co-Chairs: Mike Aerts (Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association) 

and Gabrielle Ludwig (Almond Board of California) 
• Legal Counsel: Ed Ruckert, Esq. (McDermott, Will & Emery)  
• Communications counsel: Julia Stewart (Clarity Communications LLC)  
Contact them through MCFA’s web page.   
 
MCFA’s 2019 officers thank Phil Korson for serving as MCFA’s chair since February 
2016.  

 
• Technical Committee plans Endangered Species Act Workshop to inform 

regulators: MCFA’s 2019 work plan prioritizes seeking much needed fixes to the 
current, broken Endangered Species Act (ESA)-mandated pesticide review process. At 
its Nov. 27 meeting, the Technical Committee began laying plans to hold an ecorisk 
workshop this summer for federal and state regulators and other stakeholders. A 
subgroup of the committee will guide the event’s planning. To volunteer, contact the 
committee’s co-chairs.  

http://www.prclarity.com/s/minutes-annual-meeting-122018-draft-final.pdf
https://www.prclarity.com/mcfa
https://www.prclarity.com/mcfa
https://www.prclarity.com/s/mcfa-work-plan-2019-final-022219.pdf
https://www.prclarity.com/mcfa


Meanwhile, court-mandated deadlines continue to put pressure on EPA to complete 
ESA determinations for some of the specialty crop industry’s most widely-used 
pesticides. There has been little federal movement to fix the process since an 
interagency Memorandum of Understanding  to evaluate and improve the ESA 
consultation process for pesticide registration was signed in January 2018. 

 
• Farm Bill includes funding for the Global MRL Database: The Farm Bill passed by 

Congress and signed into law by President Donald Trump in December includes funding 
to continue the Global MRL Database via the USDA Technical Assistance to Specialty 
Crops (TASC) program. A subgroup of MCFA members will work with USDA’s Foreign 
Agricultural Service to ensure that this important international trade facilitation tool is 
funded. Bryant Christie had committed to maintaining the database in 2018 as an in-
kind contribution to industry after funding ran out. 

 
• MCFA in the news: MCFA’s celebration of Dan Botts’ service as MCFA’s longtime 

Technical Committee chair was widely reported in industry trade press, including The 
Packer and Growing Produce. 

 
• See your MCFA at work: Mark your calendar: Members are invited to join the MCFA 

Technical Committee when it next meets on March 14 in Washington, D.C. Visit MCFA’s 
web page for details.  

 
 
WE ARE COUNTING ON YOU 
 
MCFA is an industry alliance – that means we rely on you, our members to actively 
support our work. Here’s how:  
• Renew your membership today, if you haven’t already.  Even better, increase your 

support.  
• Respond to MCFA’s calls for action – sign on to letters, and spread the word about 

MCFA’s work to your members and colleagues.  

• Get involved! Share your expertise and ensure that your crop is represented by 
actively participating in MCFA. Respond to the requests for volunteers listed above. 

 
To learn more, visit us online.  

https://www.agri-pulse.com/articles/10556-feds-set-up-interagency-working-group-on-endangered-species-pesticides
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-scott-pruitt-signs-endangered-species-act-memorandum-state
https://www.thepacker.com/article/minor-crop-farmer-alliance-honors-retiring-dan-botts
https://www.thepacker.com/article/minor-crop-farmer-alliance-honors-retiring-dan-botts
https://www.growingproduce.com/fruits/major-agriculture-advocate-honored-by-minor-crop-farmer-alliance/
https://www.prclarity.com/mcfa
http://www.prclarity.com/mcfa/
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