
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:  MCFA members 
FROM:  Jim Cranney, MCFA Secretary 
SUBJECT:  MCFA First Quarter Update: In Like a Lion 
 
Farm Bill negotiations and growing threats to future pesticide access were on the MCFA 
Technical Committee’s agenda, while officers were re-elected and the 2018 work plan and 
budget were set at the 2018 Annual Meeting. 
 
Here’s what you need to know from these recent meetings:  
 
• Engaged membership: 30+ people attended the Technical Committee meeting, 

representing specialty-crop producers from across the country. Observers included 
registrants and a USDA delegation led by Office of Pesticide Management Policy 
Director Sheryl Kunickis and the Foreign Agricultural Service represented by Julie Chao.  

 
• Can the Farm Bill fix ESA’s broken pesticide review process? Pesticide Policy 

Coalition has asked MCFA and our members to sign onto a letter intended to get 
Congress’s attention about the issue, without specifically asking (yet) for a Farm Bill 
solution. MCFA is also urging the Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance (SCFBA) to include 
an ESA fix in its priorities as farm bill negotiations continue.  

 
• Keeping trade flowing: MCFA is seeking long-term funding for the USDA MRL 

database through SCFBA; in the interim Bryan Christie is maintaining it as an in-kind 
contribution. The committee discussed the EU’s ongoing re-evaluation of its pesticide 
review process. 

  
• Calling the question on pollinator science: MCFA will ask the Agriculture Secretary 

to hold a summit on pollinator health science, as public pressure grows to restrict 
pesticides to protect honeybees.  

 
• PRIA and IR-4: Committee members discussed options to end Sen. Tom Udall’s hold on 

PRIA reauthorization, while IR-4 cautioned that it may have to close field research 
centers without a funding increase for its programs.  

 
• Annual Meeting highlights: The 2017 MCFA work plan will continue to guide MCFA’s 

work in 2018. Phil Korson was re-elected as chairman, Terry Humfeld as vice chairman, 
Jim Cranney as secretary, and Robert Guenther as treasurer. View the minutes here. 

 

http://www.prclarity.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/workplan-mcfa-2017-may-2017.pdf
http://www.prclarity.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/minutes-annual-meeting-2018-draft-final-040518.pdf


• EPA listening session: Then-EPA Senior Advisor to the Administrator for Agriculture 
Jeff Sands came to the MCFA meeting to hear directly from MCFA stakeholders on issues 
of concern involving EPA. 

 
Mark your calendar, the Technical Committee will meet May 15 in Washington, D.C., and 
May 31 in San Francisco. Visit our web page for details.    
 
WE ARE COUNTING ON YOU 
 
MCFA is an industry alliance – that means we rely on you, our members to actively support 
our work. Here’s how:  
• Renew your membership today, if you haven’t already.  Even better, increase your 

support.  
• Respond to MCFA’s calls for action – sign on to letters, spread the word about MCFA’s 

work to your members and colleagues.  
• Get involved! Share your expertise and ensure that your crop is represented by 

actively participating in MCFA.  
 
To learn more, visit us online.  

http://www.prclarity.com/mcfa/
http://www.prclarity.com/mcfa/
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