
Minor Crop Farmer Alliance  

 

September 14, 2016 

 

OPP Docket 

Environmental Protection Agency Docket Center (EPA/DC) 

(28221T) 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 

Washington, DC  20460-0001 

 

Dr. Derek Berwald 

Biological and Economic Analysis Division, MC 7503P 

Office of Pesticide Programs 

Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC  20460-0001 

 

RE: Pesticides; Draft Guidance for Pesticide Registrants on the Determination of Minor 

Use, 81 Fed. Reg. 38704-38705, June 14, 2016, Docket Identification Number: EPA-HQ-

OPP-2015-0814. 

 

Dear Dr. Berwald, 

 

These comments are submitted on behalf of the Minor Crop Farmer Alliance (“MCFA”) in 

response to the subject June 14, 2016 Federal Register Notice on Draft Guidance for Pesticide 

Registrants on the Determination of Minor Use.  We appreciate the Agency’s willingness to 

involve the stakeholders and U.S. Department of Agriculture in the process as described in the 

Draft Guidance.  We would have appreciated more involvement in the preliminary discussions 

given the direct involvement MCFA had in the development of the legislative language on which 

the guidance is based.  USDA’s Office of Pest Management Policy was created as a result of that 

legislation, and we fully endorse their direct involvement as well.  While we appreciate the 

Agency’s involvement of stakeholders as represented by the PRIA Coalition, MCFA has not 

been part of those discussions. 

 

The MCFA is a coalition of national, regional and individuals representing growers, packers, 

handlers and processors of various agricultural commodities, including, food, fiber and 

horticultural products, and organizations involved with public health pesticides.  MCFA was 

instrumental in the development of the statutory provisions that this draft guidance is intended to 

clarify and better define and MCFA members worked very hard to secure the passage of those 

provisions.  We fully support the Agency’s efforts to provide clarity and enhanced definitions to 

allow the more efficient submission of information required from registrants to pursue the 

incentives for registrations that will serve the needs of our diverse membership.  While “minor 

use” is a term of art, the crops depending on these registrations represent over $45 billion in farm 

gate receipts, almost half of the nation’s agricultural production, and a major value component of 

farm exports globally.  

 




